Defocus by Rougeaux-Burnes, Lauren Ashley
International Textile and Apparel Association
(ITAA) Annual Conference Proceedings 2016: Blending Cultures
Nov 10th, 10:00 AM
Defocus
Lauren Ashley Rougeaux-Burnes
Texas Tech University, ashley.rougeaux-burnes@ttu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/itaa_proceedings
Part of the Fashion Design Commons
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Symposia at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been
accepted for inclusion in International Textile and Apparel Association (ITAA) Annual Conference Proceedings by an authorized administrator of Iowa
State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact digirep@iastate.edu.







Page 1 of 2 
 
© 2016, International Textile and Apparel Association, Inc.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
ITAA Proceedings, #73 – http://itaaonline.org 
	
	









































Page 2 of 2 
 
© 2016, International Textile and Apparel Association, Inc.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
ITAA Proceedings, #73 – http://itaaonline.org 
 
 2016 Proceedings                                               Vancouver, British Columbia 
	
orb-webs	made	by	other	species	of	spiders	are	regular,	elegant	and	elaborate	(Eadie	&	Ghosh,	2011).	
The	top	most	layer	of	the	ensemble	was	designed	to	imitate	a	cobweb.	The	pattern	was	first	designed	in	
Adobe	Illustrator	and	later	laser	cut	into	leather.	Small	shapes	were	subtracted	from	the	textile	to	create	
an	irregular,	organic	pattern	used	to	confuse	the	eye.	Thin,	solid	strips	of	leather	were	used	to	connect	
the	pattern	pieces	and	construct	the	garment,	since	there	was	very	little	seam	allowance	with	which	to	
work.		
Three	more	layers	were	used	to	construct	the	dress	underneath	the	leather;	a	sheer	blue	organza	layer	
used	to	distort	the	print	underneath,	a	geometric	printed	layer,	and	a	textured	layer.	The	small	shapes	
removed	form	the	leather	were	saved	and	used	to	create	depth	on	the	bottom	most	layer	of	the	
garment.	Each	shape	was	stitched	individually	onto	the	surface	of	the	garment	to	create	an	unusual	
fringe,	which	will	allow	for	movement	when	worn.		
Nature	is	a	fascinating	resource	for	problem	solving.	Animals,	plants	and	microbes	have	conducted	
billions	of	years	of	research	and	development,	and	the	secret	to	survival	surrounds	us.		This	field	is	
growing	quickly	and	would	be	a	beneficial	topics	for	other	designers	and	researchers	to	investigate.	
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